Business 40 Improvements

Working Group Kick-Off Meeting

Meeting Location:  Old Salem Visitor Center, Winston-Salem, NC

Date:  January 28, 2010, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Bridge & Design Group

Karen Simon, Facilitator

Amy Hubbard, Scribe

The group picked two options as their preferred meeting day/time:

1. Thursdays - 11:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m. ; 2nd choice 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

                      OR

2. Mondays - 11:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m. ; 2nd choice 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Karen proposed several ideas for the direction of this working group, including consistency of design, theme(s), use and degree of public art, priority of bridges, etc.

Group decided that the bridges should be connected and have a similar design or look.  It was agreed that to have a different design on each bridge would be too much from an engineering standpoint, as well as aesthetics.

Agreed that topics to be discussed within the parameters of this group would include: Bridge Design, Public Art, neighborhood connectivity, community buy-in and support.

Open conversation:

Doug Lewis, West End Alliance, wanted to make sure we include AESTHETICS. His group, Creative Corridors Coalition, a 501 (C) non-profit group, will contact and coordinate with the private sector to assist with funding of design.  He believes that to incorporate public art in bridge design will require more funds from the community. He stressed that this group does not want to design the bridges but rather organize community resources.  He wants to align community and state, and feels this fund raising will lead to more options for design collaborations.

Russ DuBois expressed a similar view. He noted that none of these groups have CONSENUS within them.  It was agreed in this Bridge & Design Working Group that there must be consensus for private firms to work.  Pat Ivey reiterated this point, indicating that community consensus and support was very critical in advancing the project.

The group wants to brainstorm about ways to get residents within the project area involved in this working group.  These are the people who will look at these bridges every day after the project is complete.

Karen posed the question where do we start? What bridge first?  Should we start with the ‘worst” bridge structurally?

It was suggested that Liberty or Brookstown be the starting point.  Liberty is in the worst condition according to NCDOT.  The current traffic count is 60,000 cars a day, and it is in need of replacement to continue to handle the traffic capacity.

Sandy Romanic proposed that we think of art around the bridges and roads. She wants to see gardens under the bridges that local garden clubs can participate in creating and maintaining.  Sandy wants the group to think “outside the car” and include bike paths, sidewalks and gardens in our public art quest.

Doug wants this group to consider the hidden water features along the project area.  He feels this is a lost natural resource that we could incorporate into the design of some bridges.

Milton Rhodes spoke about the Coalition’s desire to raise private funds to bring in an international architect.  He asked the group to think about what this might infuse to the project.  Milton asked the group to think of this not as a “road” project but as window to commerce and cultural resources. 

It was noted that as a group we must think of the bridges from every angle not just riding over or under them. The view from the buildings, sidewalks, and air can all be enhanced by a unified design. The walking point of view as well as the driving point of view should be considered.

Other comments and suggestions for Bridge & Design working group to address included:

•  Retaining walls are riddled throughout this project, providing another opportunity to inject art into the project.  Something as simple as “stamped” concrete or lighting can make a big impact.

•  Improve the ramps and safety entering and exiting the roadway.  Eric Midkiff responded to this by pointing out that there is not a great deal that can be done to change the grade of the roadway but having access lanes will greatly improve safety.

•  The group was interested in looking at other examples of bridge design that incorporate public art; Karen suggested that a slide show of design and art examples be presented to the group at the next appropriate meeting.

•  Meeting convened with statement that we will contact everyone within the next few weeks about the next meeting date, time and location.

