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Meeting Notes


Meeting:	Kickoff Meeting  - Traffic Working Group Break Out Session

Date/Time:	January 28, 2010

Location:	Old Salem Visitor Center

Attendees:	13 Attendees (see sign-in list)
		Anne Morris – Facilitator
		Beverly Robinson - NCDOT staff
		Jim Boyer - Scribe
			



 Traffic Issues Breakout
· Anne Morris gave a brief introduction on how the working group and break out session would be conducted.
· She also informed participants that they were allowed to join the other breakout sessions.
· She encouraged citizen participation by asking them to name topics they would like to discuss in future working group meetings.
· There were 12 participants.
· Participants discussed Thursday evenings (6:00 or 7:00) at the visitors center and/or Frank L. Bloom office on 25th Street.

Traffic Issues Breakout Topics
· Concerned about congestion in the corridor.
· Increased traffic levels on MLK during detour and after completion of the project, between Salem Creek and Business 40 (From Salem Creek Connector to East Winston).
· Safety for pedestrians and commuters along MLK during the detours (From Salem Creek Connector to East Winston).
· Concerned about the traffic changes to get downtown from the Broad Street area.
· Concern about access to the Hospital, will there be one way or two way traffic.
· Much has been done to revitalize and bring people downtown, will the traffic issues put added pressure on the downtown.
· Concerned about the design of the Peters Creek Parkway Interchange – will it result in property takes?
· Impacts on traffic routes into town and at the exits to Business 40 
· How will the other 3 main routes be used to effectively get traffic downtown (Broad, Brookstown, and Main Streets).
· Look at pedestrian and bike safety from Cloverdale to Old Salem.
· Concerned commuters will find “short cuts” no matter what the official  Detour says
· Will Detours be good or bad for Peters Creek revitalization?  Want traffic calming measure to be put into place.
· Worried about shutting off access to the Old Salem area.
· How will Salem Creek Connector interact with the Southeast Connector and Salem Road?
· Preserve/protect green space in the corridor (This point may be better suited to Aesthetics Working Group).
· Signage for the detours
· Traffic links for people planning to visit the area, including a link on navigation sites (google, yahoo, map quest identifying and warning of the detour during the construction period for people traveling to or through the area).
· Concerned about North/South access across the project area.
· Will Brookstown Bridge be affected?
· How will Peters Creek Parkway get traffic across Business 40?
· Will all bridges come down at the same time?
· Is there any information on how many exits there will be?
· How will traffic changes affect public transportation?
· Want more public transit during construction.
· How will MLK widening and median affect local businesses (especially in the area of East Winston).
· What will the project look like (construction) and will local businesses be able to live through the project?
· Want more discussion of MLK improvements (especially in the area of East Winston).
· Concern about elderly drivers accessing businesses during construction.
· Will the Green Street Bridge be removed permanently?
· Could bridges remain as pedestrian/bike access?
· Will new bridges contain pedestrian/bike accesses? 
· Will MLK over 40 be taken down?
· Would like Peters Creek pedestrian study combined with other studies in the project corridor.
· Would like to see eastern beltway to take traffic off of US 52.

Additional Issues/Concerns
None
Next Meeting
· Day: Thursday
· Potential Location: Old Salem Visitors Center or Frank L. Bloom office on 25th St.
· Potential Time: 6:00 or 7:00
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