Working Groups Kickoff Meeting
(January 28, 2010)
Page 2 of 3

[image: Business 40 Logo black]





Meeting Notes


Meeting:	Working Group Kickoff Meeting

Date/Time:	January 28, 2009

Location:	Old Salem Visitor Center

Attendees:	59 Attendees
		Jumetta Posey – Facilitator
		Beverly Robinson – NCDOT Presenter
		Pat Ivey – NCDOT Presenter
		NCDOT staff
			


Welcome/Introduction
· Ms. Posey welcomes attendees to the first kickoff meeting for the Business 40 Improvement Project.
· She then introduced Beverly Robinson and other NCDOT representatives.

Community Outreach
· Ms. Posey gave a recap of the outreach process.
· How community outreach has been conducted and the success of the project thus far.
· Ms. Posey announced that we have been away for over a year and now we’re back.

Project Overview
· Beverly Robinson gave a brief history of what NCDOT has been doing regarding design activities.
· Beverly gave a brief summary of how a group was organized this past summer to discuss what the project would look like and that 3 concepts will be brought to the participants at a later date.
· Pat Ivey gave a brief history of Business 40.
· Pat discussed the two highway alternatives (partial closure for 6 years; or closed for 2 years).
· Pat announced that the survey results reflected that over 60% of the participants preferred the 2 year option.
· Pat announced that 3 other projects (Salem Connector, Improvements to US 52, and upgrade to traffic signal system) had to be completed before construction could begin on Business 40.

Working Group Overview
· Jumetta Posey discussed the purpose of the working groups.
· She went over the format of the working groups and ground rules.
· She announced that there were three breakout sessions (design/bridge, traffic, and community issues).
· She introduced the participants to each breakout session leader (Simon, Posey, and Morris), as well as the location of each breakout session. 
· She discussed the sign-in sheets that were posted at each breakout session.
· Before adjourning to breakout sessions, Jumetta encouraged all participants to get involved and enjoy themselves.

 Community Issues Breakout
· Jumetta Posey opened up the discussion with an introduction and how the breakout session would flow.
· She discussed the ground rules.
· She also informed participants that they were allowed to join the other breakout sessions.
· She encouraged citizen participation by asking them to name topics they would like to discuss in future working group meetings.
· There were 15 participants.

Community Issues Breakout Topics
· Disproportionate impacts
· Contracting opportunities
· Economic development and job training
· Senior citizen and general community impacts
· Non-English speaking issues (not just Spanish) surrounding signage particularly immigrants and refugees
· Identification of non-English speaking communities
· Lack of representation from non-English speaking communities
· Road issues with increased traffic in communities
· Tourism impacts surrounding impacted area
· Impacts to University (WSSU)
· Cumulative impacts to MLK and historical communities
· Alternate routes – impact on communities in the project area
· Carbon emission output and noise impacts
· Displacements
· Business impacts 
· Business revenue loss

Additional Issues/Concerns
· Participants were concerned about outreach and low attendance by non-English speaking communities – Jumetta explained the outreach process extensively, going back to the very beginning of the process. Jumetta also welcomed advice on any ways to reach non-English speaking communities.
· Participants were concerned about the cumulative impacts surrounding MLK in reference to the other projects that had to be completed prior to construction on Business 40 – Drew explained that all 3 projects will not be taking place at the same time.

Next Meeting
· Day: Tuesday
· Potential Location: DOT Headquarters in Winston-Salem or a place in the community
· Potential Time: after 5 pm
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