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NCDOT TO BEGIN IN-DEPTH BRIDGE INSPECTIONS ON FIVE BRIDGES OVER BUSINESS 40 IN WINSTON-SALEM TOMORROW
Work will require lane closures; drivers urged to use alternate routes 


RALEIGH — Starting tomorrow, N.C. Department of Transportation bridge inspectors will begin taking an in-depth look at the condition of five bridges that pass over Business 40 in downtown Winston-Salem. The department had originally scheduled the bi-annual inspections for September, but it moved them up after pieces of concrete fell off the bridges last week.

“Safety is our top priority,” said NCDOT Division 9 Engineer Pat Ivey. “We feel the bridges are structurally sound, but these inspections will tell us definitively if we need to make any repairs.”
Bridge inspectors will begin work tomorrow morning on the Church Street bridge. Over the next week and a half, they will also evaluate the Main Street, Cherry Street, Marshall Street and Spruce Street bridges. Once that process is complete, the inspectors will give the department detailed reports on the condition of each bridge. Based on those reports, NCDOT will make any necessary safety improvements.
The inspections will take place each day between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. One lane of Business 40 will be closed during that time to give inspectors access to the underside of the bridge. The lane closed will change depending on which section of the bridge inspectors need to examine.
Because these closures are expected to cause some traffic delays, NCDOT encourages motorists to use alternative routes to get to work, school or medical appointments. 
For the latest updates on travel conditions in Winston-Salem, visit NCDOT’s Traveler Information Management System to see live traffic cameras and speed sensors, follow the department on Twitter or call 511, NCDOT’s toll-free travel information line.
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