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NCDOT COMPLETES INSPECTIONS OF FIVE BRIDGES OVER BUSINESS 40 IN DOWNTOWN WINSTON-SALEM
Preliminary findings show no major safety issues


RALEIGH — The N.C. Department of Transportation today completed in-depth inspections of five bridges, which span Business 40 in downtown Winston-Salem. The preliminary findings show no major structural problems that would force NCDOT to close the bridges or make large-scale repairs.
“We’re pleased that the initial inspection results show these bridges, which were built in the mid-1950s, remain structurally sound,” said Pat Ivey, NCDOT Division 9 engineer. “Once we receive the final inspection reports, we’ll make any necessary cosmetic repairs to the bridges.”
NCDOT began the inspection process on Aug. 18 after pieces of concrete fell off several of the bridges. The inspectors spent more than two weeks examining the Church Street, Main Street, Cherry Street, Marshall Street and Spruce Street bridges. They will document their findings in detailed reports, which are expected to complete in the next week.
These five bridges are part of the important Business 40 Improvement Project, which is scheduled in the 2015-2020 Draft Work Program for construction in 2018. It includes removing the existing pavement from east of Church Street to east of Fourth Street, and replacing it with new concrete pavement. The project will also modernize the entrance and exit ramps, and replace most of the bridges on and over Business 40 with new bridges that meet current traffic demands and modern design specifications. The project will create a safer, longer lasting roadway that will help drivers get where they need to go more efficiently.
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