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NCDOT LISTENS TO CITIZENS’ INPUT AND SELECTS
TWO-YEAR CLOSURE OPTION FOR BUSINESS 40 IN WINSTON-SALEM

Closure will allow department to replace concrete, bridges on one-mile section of road


RALEIGH — The N.C. Department of Transportation announced today it has selected the two-year closure option for the Business 40 improvement project in downtown Winston-Salem. 

“The voice of the people helped us make this important decision,” Transportation Division 9 Engineer Pat Ivey said. “We surveyed thousands of residents, business owners and commuters, and 70 percent of them told us they supported the two-year option.”

NCDOT conducted an unprecedented public outreach campaign in 2008 to inform citizens that it planned to make major improvements to Business 40 from east of Church Street to west of Fourth Street. The department also asked citizens to choose which construction timetable they preferred for the one-mile section of road. The first option was completely closing Business 40 for up to two years. The second option was partially closing the road for up to six years, with only one lane of traffic open in each direction and some entrance and exit ramps accessible. Extensive surveying showed the public overwhelmingly favored the two-year option.

The Business 40 improvement project involves removing the existing pavement and replacing it with new concrete pavement. The project will modernize the entrance and exit ramps, and replace most of the bridges on and over Business 40 with new bridges that meet current traffic demands and modern design specifications. The project will create a safer, longer lasting roadway that will help drivers get where they need to go more efficiently.

Before work on the project begins, the department will first improve the roads and bridges that will serve as detour routes while construction is under way on Business 40. These routes include U.S. 52, the Salem Creek Connector and Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. By helping these routes handle traffic more effectively, NCDOT can decrease congestion. 

NCDOT has not yet selected a start date for construction as the project is still in the design and planning stages. Engineers will work with citizen focus groups during the next few months on design issues, aesthetics and traffic patterns to best accommodate drivers during the closure. To read more about the project and the department’s public involvement efforts, visit www.business40nc.com. 
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